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LFHNA General 
Meeting:
Tuesday :  April 19th 7pm 
White Rock United 
Methodist Church
1450 Old Gate Lane

BULKY TRASH SET OUT DAYS:
Pick up starts the following Monday the last set out day
April 7th - 10th
May 5th - 8th
June 9th - 12th  

www.littleforesthills.com
www.facebook.com/littleforesthills

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2016!!
We look forward to seeing you at our next LFHNA General Meeting.  
This time last year, we hosted a very informative and successful City 
Council District 9 Candidates Forum. As we all know, Mr Mark Clayton 
eventually won that position on May 9, 2015. 

This year we have invited Melanie O’Neill and Mike Schmitt to come 
talk with us. 

Melanie and Mike will share their knowledge on organic gardening, 
lawn care, keeping chickens, composting and vermiculture, which will 
prove to be not only interesting but helpful for getting our wonderful 
LFH gardens off on the right foot for spring and summer.  You will 
learn how to have a healthy garden without the use of pesticides or 
chemical fertilizers, grow your own food and make compost and worm 
castings to naturally feed your lawn and garden. 

Vermiculture is the process of using worms to decompose organic 
food waste, turning the waste into a nutrient-rich material capable 
of supplying necessary nutrients to help sustain plant growth.  The 
method is simple, effective, convenient and noiseless.  It saves water, 
energy, landfills, and helps rebuild the soil.

Please bring your ideas and suggestions on how we can make positive 
improvements to Little Forest Hills

Door prizes and refreshments will be served.
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The Co-President’s Message
From Amy and Vail

Warm Greetings neighbors and friends!   Well spring 
arrived early this year and the whole hood is in bloom!  
East Dallas is really hopping this year!  Here are a few of 
the upcoming activities: 

The Mix Coworking and Maker Space opened 
at White Rock United Methodist Church.  It is a 
neighborhood space to collaborate with creative people, 
a place to connect, to learn, and to get stuff done.  
themixcoworking.spaces.nexudus.com

The Little Forest Hills Funky Fielders have started their 
spring league and will be playing coed softball at Kiest 
Park on Sunday afternoons.

The 15th Annual East Dallas Garden Tour is scheduled 
to take place on May 15th and as always, Little Forest 
Hills, Casa Linda and Forest Hills will each have 3 
gardens on the tour.  Please volunteer to assist 
with this very worthwhile event by contacting Denise 
Davis at denise2389@gmail.com and Max Davis at 
maxdavis1950@gmail.com .

The LFH 4th of July Parade is scheduled for July 
4th beginning at 9:00am.  This is a fun time for both 
children and adults.  For more information please 
go to www.littleforesthills.com  or send an email to 
denise2389@gmail.com.  Kevin and Kim Vowell and 
Denise Davis are our parade coordinators and they are 
looking for volunteers to assist with the many fun jobs 
required to make this funky parade a reality.

Your participation in neighborhood events, such as the 
East Dallas Garden Tour and the LFH Garage Sale allow 
the association to sponsor the annual “National Night 
Out” event and the traditional “Fourth of July Parade” 
through Little Forest Hills.

Thanks to the LFHNA Board of Directors, Committee 
Chairs and all the volunteers that make these events 

possible.  These are your friends and neighbors, 
volunteering their time and energy, and making a 
difference in East Dallas.  We are looking very forward 
to another successful year for LFHNA, where neighbors 
connect, engage, volunteer and have fun. 

Keep up with all the events and activities in LFH via the 
new updated website at:    

www.littleforesthills.com

We are Little Forest Hills and we are Funky!
-Amy and Vail 
LFHNA Co-Presidents 2014-2017
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The “Fix-it-Folks” 
Ride Again
A WORTHY CAUSE TO PITCH IN
By Linda Calvert 

APRIL NEWSLETTER

To start this year, the gang loaded-up 
trucks/cars with tools & materials for 
the first time in 2016 and tackled some 
rotted wood for two local women.  Seen 
here in photos taken on that fun work 
weekend are those that found it in their 
hearts to give help and energy to this 
worthy cause.

Viva Little Forest Hills!!!
Volunteering for the Fix-It-Folks will make your heart swell with 
pride and also help deflect some of the stress your own day 
and jobs produce.  It’s been proven people that worked 5 days 
a week and also volunteered 7 hrs weekly felt work to be less 
burdensome the day after a volunteer stint — even if the unpaid 
duties weren’t exactly relaxing.  The University of Germany 
learned that challenging extracurricular activities will yank your 
attention away from 
the demands of your 
career and send you 
back to work with the 
satisfaction of a job well 
done.

We would love having 
you! 
Linda Calvert
lcalver1@swbell.net
214-327-5508
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1st timer Robin Hawke

 Pam Proctor, 1st timer Martha Humphries Amy Ewell, Joe Beaudette, Julie Bangle, Vail Fassett & Jim Folger at rest.

Joe, Dave Ramos & 1st timer Paul Heinemann.
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Newcomers Committee
By Becky Toomay 
On Sunday, January 31st all who had moved 
into Little Forest Hills during the last quarter 
of the year were visited and given a bag 
containing information about our area and 
delicious treats.  Our new neighbors are always 
delighted to meet us once they realize we aren’t 
proselytizing or selling anything.  As usual 
our volunteer bakers outdid themselves. Many 
thanks to Minok Merrick, Marilyn Ryerson, 
Sarah Aday, Amy Ewell, Vail Fassett and Susan 
Thompson.  You are much appreciated.  

We welcome all who would like to join us for 
our next delivery the end of April.  We always 
need bakers and greeters.



“Things don’t go 
wrong and break 
your heart so you 
can become bitter 
and give up. They 
happen to break you 
down and build you 
up so you can be all 
that you were 
intended to be.”

-Charlie Jones

Stinky Business On 
Eustis Ave  
THE ON-GOING STRUGGLE OVER 
SEWER ODOR & WASTEWATER
By Linda Dubose

The on-going struggle over wastewater (sewer) back up and odor continues 
on Eustis Ave.  My home flooded with sewage 2 times in 2015.  Like a good 
tax paying citizen I called 311 and made them aware of the issue. Crews 
showed up to help decontaminate my home and outside area both times.

I wanted to know what was going to be done about it and no one could offer 
me a clue. The next step was to enlist our district representative, Mr. Mark 
Clayton. I called his office and spoke with his assistant and the journey 
began.

They came and inspected, asked questions and commenced to blow smoke 
up our sewer lines, no pun intended—running cameras in lines to look for 
cracks, breaks and misconnections. They do admit the lines are too small to 
accommodate heavy rains without spillage. This isn’t acceptable!

I called Mr. Clayton and scheduled a meeting. Mike Schmitt was kind 
enough to go with me. We met with Mr. Zachary Peoples, head of the Waste 
Water Dept., Mr. Sergio Munoz, Assistant Manager, and Mr. Clayton. 

It was insightful and frustrating at the same time. The constant theme 
is, you are the only person this is happening to. I provided a list of other 
Eustis Ave. addresses that I knew had dealt with this issue.

On April 24th a meeting is scheduled to talk about the redesign of 
the main, when it will be installed is unknown.  Mark Clayton is in 
communication with the WW Department and myself. If you report an 
issue and it isn’t dealt with by the City, call Mark Clayton’s office. He has 
been GREAT!

Call 311 for sewer spillage inside or outside and any and all things 
related to City issues you might have.  Note: It’s a Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality violation, and the City has to report it. You can 
also file a report at @tecq.texas.gov.

Together we are stronger, we pay for City Services and should receive what 
we pay for. The old adage still remains: The squeaky wheel gets the oil…..or 
something like that!

Here’s to Eustis Ave. and LFH smelling like roses! 

“
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Use the 311 App on your Phone!

About the 311 App:
Back in 1994 Dallas was the second city in the nation, 
only after Baltimore, to implement the 311 number 
as a connection point to City Hall.  In 2003 residents 
were able to submit service requests via the City’s 
website. Over a year ago, Dallas released its 311 
mobile app.  Now you can report violations or make 
311 service requests straight from your smartphone.

There are 18 service request types on the app.  
Here are some of the violations you can report:  
high weeds, litter, loose animals, street or alley 
obstructions, vacant structures, illegal signs, graffiti 
and illegal dumping. You may also us the app to 
Request  Services such as Street Repairs and Traffic 
Signal Issues.

• Just download the FREE app from the Apple 
iTunes App Store or Google Play Store.

• Open the app and tap “new report”
• Choose your category
• You can take a or upload a photo
• Your phone’s GPS will identify the location
• Enter a brief description and answer a few simple 

questions
• You may enter your contact info or remain 

anonymous (filling out the Reporter page saves 
your contact info for next time)

• submit
• will receive svc request# in order to track status

All other requests can be submitted online at the 
following website.

http://dallascityhall.com/services/services.html

Of course you can always still call 311, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. For questions regarding 311, send an 
email to 
Dallas311@dallascityhall.com

About the iWatch app:
With iWatch, citizens are provided a convenient 
reporting method to provide tips and leads to police 
concerning crime that is affecting their community.

You are the eyes and ears of your community. Your 
awareness of suspicious behaviors and activities and 
reporting it to the police can help solve crimes or 
prevent crimes.

iWatchDallas focuses on criminal behavior and 
criminal enterprises that could also indicate a nexus to 
terrorist activities.

The tips are anonymous, but you can choose to give 
your contact information to the police.

• Just download the FREE app from the Apple 
iTunes App Store or Google Play Store.

• Submit a tip, Send a text or Start A Chat

• Submit details such as address, suspect and 
vehicle description as well as images or videos.

You may also submit tips via one of the methods 
below:
 http://dallas.iwatch911.us/home.php?id=116
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Call For A Tour 1420 Old Gate Lane, Dallas, Texas 75218
214-321-2897

www.stbernardccs.org

Affordable
Private School
In Your
Neighborhood
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COMMUNICATING WITH 
YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
By Vail

A well-written letter or email, describing your observa-
tions, concerns and opinions, may be the most effective 
way to communicate to elected officials and may help 
persuade an official in your favor.   Why write?  To ex-
plain to your elected official(s) how an issue affects you 
and your community and to express support or oppose 
a policy or proposed course of action such as a zoning 
change, new business development, etc.  Mark Clayton 
is our current Dallas City Councilman for our district.  
His contact info, including email, is found at 
the back of this newsletter.  

Also, if you have questions or concerns regarding new 
construction and building codes, please contact the 
district manager for the Southeast 
Office, Byron Williams @ 214.670.8178.  Stay informed. 

Residents can track local building permits at 
the following webpage: 
https://developdallas.dallascityhall.com/ 
Look under searches and click on addresses



“Keep a green tree 
in your heart and 
perhaps a singing 
bird will come.”

-Chinese Proverb 

Native Plants and 
Prairies Day   
LEARN ABOUT LOCAL FLORA AND 
FAUNA IN DALLAS TEXAS
By Jim Folger

The North Texas Master Naturalists will host the fourth annual Native 
Plants and Prairies Day on Saturday, April 30, 2016 from 10 AM to 3 PM, at 
the Bath House Cultural Center grounds on White Rock Lake.

This year will be better than ever! Miko, a live bison shown by a 
professional cowboy rodeo association cowgirl, will join us. We have also 
added 3 food trucks to the event, along with more raptors and snakes.  

There will be 30+ demonstrations and information/outreach booths, fifteen 
30-minute wildflower and prairie walks guided by local experts, and a 

lecture series of experts giving 
short talks.

This FREE family event has 
been enthusiastically received 
by the community for its focus 
on Texas flora and fauna, and 
the use of native plants in home 
landscapes as disease and 
drought-resistant alternatives 
to non-native species.  Native 
plants and grasses have always 
been an mportant part of Texas 
history.  Birds, animals, and 
insects all depend on these 
native plants to survive.

Major sponsors for the event 
include: Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Pariveda Solutions, Rain 
Fresh Water, Texas Discovery Gardens, Whole Earth Provision Co., and 
Whole Foods Market on Park Lane.

Additionally, there will be a raffle with gifts provided by other event 
sponsors, along with the Aztec dancers and music by The Ackermans.

For more information, updates on the latest event developments, and the 
detailed listings for peakers, walk guides, and exhibitors, go to ntmn.org

“
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GEEZ LOUISE 
FREE TREES!
By Vail Fassett 

Mature trees help conserve soil 
and water and decrease erosion.  
Their dense foliage absorbs sound 
and provides privacy as well as 
visual buffers to unattractive 
views. Evergreens can block strong 
winter winds. Trees beautify our 
neighborhoods through foliage, 
flowers and form, clean the air by 
removing CO2 emmissions, make 
our streets and yards cooler in the 
summer, and  enhance property values.  
So it would be prudent to avoid cutting 
down your mature trees, but if you 
must do so, please consider planting a 
new tree.  The City of Dallas provides 
free trees for neighborhood residents 
through their Reforestation Program.  
The trees can be planted only in the 
parkway (between sidewalk and the 
curb for a few of our blocks) or at the 
end of the front yard and on the rights 
of way.  The resident must provide 
watering, mulching, etc., for 2 years.

Large canopy trees, including maple, 
ash, oak and elm, are available, along 
with small trees such as redbud, crape 
myrtle, and persimmon.  The trees 
are generally between 4’ and 7’ tall.  
Requests can come from individuals or 
neighborhood groups.  Applications 
for trees must be made between April 
and October and trees are planted 
between November and March.  The 
application process is complex, so 
LFH neighbors can start planning 
now for making application for April-
October.

Contact City of Dallas Chief Arborist 
Phil Erwin at 214.948.4117 for 
questions.  For a package with details, 
forms, available trees, etc., contact 
Francisco Pataro at: fpataro@live.com

Association Calendar
January 19, 2016 7:00 PM General Neighborhood Meeting

March 7, 2016 Newsletter Articles /Committee Reports Due

March 15, 2016 LFHNA Board Meeting

April 23, 2016 It’s My Park Day 

April 19, 2016 7:00 PM General Neighborhood Meeting

May 15, 2016 15th Annual White Rock East Garden Tour

June 9, 2016 Newsletter Articles/Committee Reports Due

June 21, 2016 LFHNA Board Meeting

July 4, 2016 LFHNA 4th of July Parade

July 19, 2016 7:00 PM General Neighborhood Meeting

September 8, 2016 Newsletter Articles Committee Reports Due

September 20, 2016 LFHNA Board Meeting

October 4, 2016 National Night Out

October 18, 2016 7:00 PM General Neighborhood Meeting

Fall Festival-Funky 4K Run    (Date to Be Determined)

LFHNA Garage Sale (Date to Be Determined)



“We must all hang 
together, or assuredly 
we shall all hang 
separately ”

-Anonymous

It’s the Biggest Party of 
the Year & You’re Invited! 
PLANS FOR THE 2016 LITTLE FOREST 
HILLS INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 
ARE UNDERWAY 
By Kimberly Vowell

Happy Birthday, America. It’s the biggest party of the year. Plans for the 
2016 Little Forest Hills Independence Day Parade and Gathering are 
underway!

Let’s join together to celebrate the most American of holidays.... the 4th of 
July! This year’s theme is “Happy Birthday, America”. We hope you will put 
on your party hats and join the fun.

The LFH parade is set to roll on July 4 at 9:00 a.m. Line Up will be at the 
Promise of Peace Imagine Garden (1435 San Saba) at 8:45. Come early and 
enjoy coffee and breakfast snacks provided by the garden.

This event is always a fun time for both participants and spectators 
Although it is geared toward children, we all know the adults and animals 
have just as much fun!

Thanks to all of the volunteers and sponsors who have helped to make this 
event a success in the past. We look forward to using your service again 
this year. As we already know the parade is made possible by volunteers 
like you!

Sign up at: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4babaa2baa8-4thofjuly3

Send an email to lfh4thofjulyparade@gmail.com. 
We will contact you as soon as possible.

We look forward to working with you!

Thank you,
Kim and Kevin Vowell, Denise and Max Davis
2016 LFH Parade Co chairs

“
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“Our greatest glory 
is not in never falling, 
but in rising every 
time we fall. ”

-Confucius

A Successful Haul: 
Volunteers Help Clean 
Up the White Rock Lake
By Lauren Dang

It was a cold, crisp February morning as an army of passionate volunteers 
swarmed For The Love Of The Lake headquarter’s parking lot.  The 
atmosphere was abuzz with excitement as people grabbed their needed 
gear for the day.  Tables with loads of tasty breakfast treats offered instant 
fuel for the long work ahead.  FTLOTL’s President and Secretary, Max and 
Denise, were present helping and guiding people along.

The Little Forest Hills volunteer group was well represented by Angela 
Chalekode and her daughter, Sparrow with family dog Tofu, Alice Krist, 
Tara Brighton and Glenda Mansell.

After a quick introduction from board members, we all headed out to 
our section of the lake, which was littered with everything imaginable 
minus a dead body!  We diligently attacked the area in conjunction with 
a group from the Phoenix House and hauled away TWENTY TWO bags 
of trash and recyclables.  An extremely successful day!  We all felt a sense 
of accomplishment in working together to make a positive impact on our 
environment. A very big thanks to the LFH residents! 

“
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OPPORTUNITY: 
Little Forest Hills Wants you! 
Adopt A-Shoreline Chair  
Want to get more involved in your community? 
Looking for a new volunteer project?  Here is a great 
opportunity.  It is a great way to get to know more 
of your neighbors in East Dallas and help keep 
our Urban Oasis clean, through monthly shoreline 
spruce-ups at White Rock Lake. 

Please express your interest in becoming the next 
Little Forest Hills Adopt-A-Shoreline Chair to 
lfhneighborhood@swbell.net.  

Volunteer. 
It feels great!   

APRIL NEWSLETTER





“Little Forest Hills—
large enough to meet 
your needs, small 
enough to meet your 
neighbors.”

-Little Forest Hills 
Resident 

2016 LFHNA 
Membership
EVENTS FOR ALL AGES & FAMILIES
Dear Neighbors and Friends, 

Thank you so much to all of the members of the Little Forest Hills 
Neighborhood Association during 2015. We had a great year! The money 
you donate allows us to fund events, committees, and donations that 
benefit the neighborhood as a whole. With your help, we continued to 
support important neighborhood fixtures, such as the Fit-It-Folks and 
crime watch, our neighborhood park, and events like the 4th of July 
Parade and the Funky 4K.

We hope to continue to improve and support our neighborhood in 2016, 
and again, we need your help. Starting this year, we will have two tiers 
of membership. The standard membership will stay at $15 and you will 
receive a reusable tote bag with the LFH logo as our thank you for your 
contribution. The Loyalist membership is $30 and comes with a durable 
LFH yard sign so that you can proudly display your LFH pride. As 
always, seniors can join LFHNA for a $5 contribution. 

Check out the new design for the Little Forest Hills yard sign and tote 
bags below! You can join online at www.littleforesthills.com or mail the 
membership form included in this newsletter to the address below. We 
are looking forward to great things in Little Forest Hills for 2016!

Co-Vice Presidents
Chris and Amanda Davidson

“
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2016 Membership Form

please retun this completed form and payment to:
LFHNA, c/o Rebecca McKinney, 8810 San Benito Dallas TX 75218  

Please mail completed forms & payment to 8810 San 
Benito Way. Or use                        at littleforesthills.com

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO LFHNA.

(Annual membership runs January through December)

CHECK ONE:

CHECK BOXE(S) YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

CHECK APPLICABLE BOXES (optional): 
*****************************************************************************************

*****************************************************************************************

*****************************************************************************************

I am interested in volunteering in the 
following committee(s) or goals: 

Send me more information on: 

new/Renewal Membership

Your Full Name: 

Spring: Garden Tour:
Summer: 4th of July Parade: 
Fall: Funky 4k Run:
Winter: LFH Holidays:
Garage Sale Planning:
National Night Out:
 

Casa Linda Park: Local Artists: Animal Alert: Gardening: Sanger Elementary: 

Shoreline/Median Cleanup:
Crime Watch:
Funky Fielders Softball:
Fix it Folks Crew:
Baking and Welcoming:
Newsletter Distribution:
 

yes yesmaybe maybeno no

Address: 

Email: 

Primary Phone: 

Belonging to/Display Name: 
**if member household includes a spouse or partner**

Secondary Member Email:

Secondary Member Phone:

Senior Membership Loyalist Membership
$5 $15 +FREE Tote Bag $30 FREE tote bag + yard sign



2015-2016 OFFICERS &
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
President
Amy Ewell & Vail Fassett 
972-742-3580
lfhneighboorhood@swbell.net

Vice President/Membership
Chris & Amanda Davidson
214-621-7277
amandadavidson@ebby.com
lfhmembership@gmail.com

Secretary 
Crispin Reedy
214-621-7953
crispin_reedy@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Rebecca McKinney
214-320-2919
rebecca@rambs.com

Past President
Max & Denise Davis 
214-404-6892
maxdavis1950@gmail.com
denise2389@gmail.com

Directors
Susan Remele
skrem8615@sbcglobal.net

Mike Schmitt 
214-676-4326
mike@whiterockmike.com

Newcomer Committee Chairs 
Becky Toomay & John Olson
(Becky) 214-236-4626
btoomay@gmail.com
(John) 214-563-0171
olso0171@gmail.com

Copy Editor
Becky Toomay 
214-236-2626
btoomay@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Chris Weachock
lfhnewsletter@gmail.com

Website Editor
Susan Remele
skrem8615@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Ad Chairman
Martha Humphries
214-562-4457
marthahmphrs@yahoo.com

Newsletter Distribution 
SOUTH
Mike & Paula Schmitt 
214-676-4326
mike@whiterockmike.com

NORTH
Chris Conway
chrisconway1969@gmail.com

Adopt - A - Shoreline
POSITION WANTED!!

Artist Outreach
POSITION WANTED!!

Bulky Trash Sign 
Coordinator
Melanie O’Neill
214-448-0580
melanieoneill1234@gmail.com

Casa Linda Park
Susan Remele
skrem8615@sbcglobal.net

Crime Watch 
Albert Barbosa 
214-444-9114
lfhcrimewatch@gmail.com

Fix-It-Folks 
Linda Calvert
214-327-5508
lcalver1@swbell.net

4th of July Parade 
Kim & Kevin Vowell & Denise Davis 
Kim cell: 817-798-4444 
Kevin cell: 214 - 293-9850
Denise cell: 713-894-6340
kevowell@yahoo.com
sss372@hotmail.com
debuse2389@gmail.com

Garage Sales
Michelle Sosnoskie
214-415-5368

Garden Tour
Max & Denise Davis
214-404-6892
maxdavis1950@gmail.com
denise2389@gmail.com

Fix-It-Folks 
Linda Calvert
214-327-5508
lcalver1@swbell.net

Arboretum Liason
Denise Davis 
713-894-6340
denise2389@gmail.com

Neighborhood Contacts:

Animal Alerts
Maeleska Fletes
214- 930 - 5910
info@animalalerts.org

Citizen Forester 
Jim Folger 
 214- 663 - 2268
jim.folger@sbcglobal.net

Funky 4k Race 
Frank & Debra Cortese
214-663-9568

WOG (Wine-O-Group)
Max & Denise Davis
713-894-6340

www.littleforesthills.com
VISIT US ON Facebook!!

There are four churches 
representing four 
denominations in Little Forest 
Hills. If you don’t have a church 
home, you are welcomed & 
invited to attend.

El Devino Salvador 
Presbyterian
8822 Angora 
214- 327 - 6310

Lakeside Baptist Church
9150 Garland Road 
214- 324 - 1425

St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
1404 Old Gate 
214 - 321 - 0454

White Rock United Methodist
Church
1450 Old Gate
214- 321 - 0454
 

QUESTIONS? email us at:
lfhnewsletter@gmail.com?

Important Numbers  to Rememeber 

Neighboring Policing 
Officer
Katherine Robinson
#10007 NE Patrol 
Division
 214- 681 - 3476
rine.robinson@dpd.
ci.dallas.tx.us

City Council Member 
District 9
Mark Clayton
214-670-4069
mark.clayton@
dallascityhall.com
Gloria Sandoval-assistant
214-670-4069

Sex Offender 
Watch & Update
www.icrimewatch.net

CHURCHES IN THE COMMUNITY


